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.Amnesty for Black Sox Third Baseman?

By Freperick C. KLEIN

Chicago

“The sense of life’s unfairness falls heav-
ler on some people than on others, and
George “Buck” Weaver felt its burden par-
ticularly. Banned from baseball by Com-
missioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis
1921 as part of the “Black Sox" scandal,
declared his innocence and pleaded
case for reinstatement to all who
and to some who didn’t.

“The third baseman’s quest did not end
with the passing of the years in which he
might have played the game. In 1354, at
agk 64, he bemoaned his fate to the writer
James T. Farrell. “A murderer even
serves his sentence and s let out,” he said.
“I got life.”

“In fact, Weaver got more than life;
today, almost 36 years after his death in
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Black Soz scandal

the plot to fix the 1919 World Series against

Penut now comes lawyer Louis Hegeman,
Bsq with a petition calling for the current
paseball commissioner, Fay Vincent, to
tonsider returning Buck Weaver to the of-
ficial good graces of the National Pastime.
He ts acting on behalf of the Chicago Lin-
toln American Inn of Court, a group of
Jawyers and jurists who meet

to discuss Issues of import to their profes-
;h;slnd.mwpposes,mm

.+ Mr. Hegeman, of the Chicago firm of
Gould & Ratner, insists that, in
{he Weaver matter at this late date, he and
his confreres are not engaging In historical
tevlslcﬂu'mi “Buck Weaver never was
guilty in the sense the other seven players
ere,” he says. “It never was alleged that
took money from gamblers, or played
than his best during a Series in which
he batted .324 and fielded flawlessly. The
inost he can be charged with is that he
knew about the fix and failed to report it.
But there's reason to doubt even that.”
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He adds: “It’s said that justice delayed
is justice denied, and that's true. But I
think that, in Buck's case, the saying ‘bet-
ter late than never’ also applies.”

In this he is supported by Eliot Asinof,
whose book “Eight Men Out,” later the

Black Sox affair. Mr. Asinof says he be-
lieves that Weaver was “definitely, abso-
lutely” not part of the conspiracy to fix
the Series, and that his good name should
be restored.

“Buck was 23 years old at the time, but
he really was a sort of eternal child—a
man who cared very much about playing
‘ball and very little about money. Everyone
‘who knew him said he was the last guy
who'd be involved in a fix,” Mr. Asinof
says. "“The other seven players—including
‘Shoeless® Joe Jackson—were greedy and
deserved pretty much what they got. But
Weaver was a victim all the way."

‘The tie to the Black Sox plot of the man
Ty Cobb called “the greatest third base-
man I ever saw” was his alleged atten-
dance at meetings where the fix was dis-

‘cussed, but the Hegeman petition notes

that the player’s name arose only once in
the criminal trial in which the eight were
acquitted (Landis banned them all any-
way). Bill Burns, a gambler who helped In-
stigate the consplracy, testified that
‘Weaver and the others attended a meeting
in a Chicago hotel, but his account was re-
butted by witnesses who said the White Sox
were holding a public practice at the time
of the supposed confab.

Landis later told a newspaper Inter-
viewer that, at a meeting In his office after
he'd rendered his decision, Weaver con-
fessed he'd attended two sessions with the
fixers. Mr. Hegeman replies that 1) there's
no record of what was sald at any private

man further argus

the gamblers didn’t alwave know what tha

ballplayers were doing, and the players
had doubts about one another. To say any-
one ‘knew’ anything would be an overstate-
ment. It was like a Three Stooges movie.
“There's also the question of who
‘Weaver could have gone 20 if he'd had any-
thln to report,” Mr. Hegeman continues.
Buebtll had no commissioner then, and
Charles Comiskey, who owned the White
Sox, was disliked by his players and rarely
avallable to them. After the Series, Joe
Jackson wrote Comiskey offering to tell
huw the :lmu hxd been plnyed. Comiskey
probably sus-
pecwdwhnlmcomm mddldntwanl
it

Baseball has responded negatively to
Mr. Hegeman's plzl. Stephen Greenberg,
the Major Leagues’ deputy comm!sloner.
wrote in a letter of Dec. 12 that he an
Mr. Vincent belleve that “matters sud'n as
this are best left to historical analysis and
deblte" and that no present-day hearing

re-create past events in sufficient
dapm and dmll to permit the overturning

Nmsense. Hegeman, etal.,
albeit more politely. Dldn( Mr. VIncem
Mm the ruling of a previous com-

(Ford Frick) in removing thes?n(!-
'S

ture commissioner from rehearing les af-
Iulres Pete Rose or George Steinbren-

so there the matter rests for now,
Mr. Hegeman professes to being canﬂdenl
of ultimate victory. “I am a lifelong White

says
l']mllxwyer nllnwmntobomerpeo-
ple.
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